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Main Takeaways

 The impact of the Framework Programmes in terms of participants and creating collaboration
networks is notable and highly appreciated.

 Increasing investments in research and innovation has been decisive, especially during the
recent economic crisis when most private companies and public bodies were forced to cut their
budgets.

 Nonetheless, on a global scale, these efforts seem to be not enough to keep up with the more
innovative countries in the world.

 the percentage of GDP invested in Research&Innovation is only about 2%, failing to meet the 3%
target.

 even if Europe is still among the top performers in exports, its quota of technological products is only
about 14% of total exported goods.

 a more positive note for Europe comes from the number of researchers per inhabitant, which has
almost doubled from 2000 to 2016, probably in part due to the Framework Programme incentives.
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given period, regardless of the source of funds. R&D expenditure in BERD is shown as a percentage of GDP (R&D 
intensity).
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High-Tech exports
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Note: percentage of the total yearly registered patents.
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Current EU weaknesses and future Framework Programmes

 Weaknesses in Europe's innovation system:
 poor relations between public and private research actors, which lowers the possibilities to maximize 

tapping into local knowledge. 
 private investments in R&I still low compared to the more innovative countries.
 lack of ability to translate knowledge into marketable innovations.

 Key elements identified in the assessment for future Programmes:
 continuing the simplification of the Programmes.
 increasing synergies with EU policies and other EU funding programmes as well as strengthening 

international cooperation.
 reinforcing openness and rationalizing the funding landscape.

 The new Horizon Europe Programme 
 will put more attention to increasing third-country participation and making scientific publications and data 

generated by Horizon 2020 openly accessible.
 will include a reform related to partnership tools and initiatives.
 will focus on involving high industrial participation in the programme and on a wider connection between 

research and the market.



KEY QUESTIONS 1/2

1) According to the Horizon for Europe impact assessment, the main R&I challenges to be
addressed are related to improvements in the creation and spreading of high-quality new
knowledge and innovation, and to reinforcing the impact of R&I in policy-making, as well as in the
lack of innovative solution rapid uptake and in strengthening the European Research Area
(ERA). Do you agree with these challenges? Do you think there are also other issues with the
same priority level?

2) From 2000 to 2016, the number of researchers in Europe almost doubled. What was the impact
of EU policies for this success? At the same time, even considering this positive trend, Europe is
still behind countries such as Korea, Japan and the United States. How do you think it would be
possible to further increase the number of researchers in the Member States?

3) The digital transformation of industry has become strategic in the last years, and the ICT sector
will probably play an even more central role in the next decades. In Europe, the share of ICT
goods is only about 5% of the total, compared to Korea with 20% and China with well above
20%. What can Europe do to strengthen relations between public and private research actors
and maximize the technology transfer from research to the market?



KEY QUESTIONS 2/2

4) Korea is an excellent example of successful long and medium-term plans in R&I development
and in the spread of advanced technologies in the market. Are there any aspects of the Korean
model that Europe could import and apply?

5) What could be the role of industrial policies at the EU level? Which to better coordinate industrial
policies among Member States?

6) Should Europe promote more some promising sectors/technologies (e.g. artificial intelligence),
increasing budgets but also achieving a stronger coordination at EU level?

7) How to increase venture capital in the Member States? How to develop a EU-wide financial
ecosystem for start-ups and scale-ups?
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