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HEALTH



THE EUROPEAN PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE TO THE 
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC



Covid-19 in Europe. First outbreak and current situation 
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Cumulative confirmed COVID-19 cases per million people (until
9th November 2021)

Daily new confirmed Covid-19 cases and deaths per million 
people (7-days rolling average)

Source: Johns Hopkins University CSSE Covid-19 Data and ECDC



EU first institutional response to the Covid-19
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17 March 2020

Establishment of 
the Advisory 

Panel on 
Coronavirus

18 March 2020

First recomendations 
for community 

measures and testing 
strategies

30 March 2020

Advisory Panel’s 
Recommendations 
for Health Systems 

Resilience 

3 April 2020

Practical Guidance 
to ease up 

cooperation across 
boarder

14 April 2020

First approval of the 
EC proposal for the 

activation of the EU’s 
Emergency Support 

Instrument

4 May 2020

Launch of the 
initiative “Coronavirus 

Global Response”

2 June 2020

Launch of Strategy to 
improve and 

accelerate patients’ 
access to safe and 
afford. medicines

17 June 2020

Launch of the “EU 
Vaccine Strategy 

Covid-19”



TOWARDS A EUROPEAN HEALTH UNION



A new concept of resilience
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• ANTICIPATE

• ABSORB

• RECOVER

• ADAPT

RESILIENCE

“We cannot wait for the end of the pandemic to repair and 
prepare for the future. We will build the foundations of a stronger 

European Health Union in which 27 countries work together to 
detect, prepare and respond collectively”

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission, 
speaking at the World Health Summit (25 October 2020)

EUROPEAN HEALTH UNION

KEY INITIATIVES:

✓ Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe

✓ Crisis preparedness and response measures and the

✓ European Plan to Beat Cancer



The Pharmaceutical Strategy
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Source: EFPIA,  EDQM Database (European Council)

Development of the number of valid CESP (2000 – 2020)

X APPROVAL PROCESS

X WILLINGNESS TO PAY

X PRESSURE ON PRICES

THE STRATEGY AIM 

Promote competitiveness, the ability to innovate
and the sustainability of the EU pharmaceutical
industry
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Median time to availability for all new medicines (2015-2019), days



Crisis preparedness and response measures
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HERA
(16 SEPT 2021)

EMA

Directorate 
General for 
Health and 
Food Safety

EU Civil 
Protection 

Mechanism

Directorate 
General For 

Research 
And 

Innovation

ECDC

New Regulation on Serious Cross-border Health Threats



Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan: a political commitment
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39%

23%

8%

3%

27%

Females

33%

29%

9%

6%

23%

Males Disease of the
circulatory
system
Malignant
neoplasm

Disease of the
respiratory
system
External causes of
morbidity and
mortality
Other causes

Main causes of mortality 
among women and men 

in the EU
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New cases Mortality

Source: Eurostat, IARC

Predictions for all cancers, new cases and mortality change 
(%) in 2025 vs 2020 per country

PILLARS

Prevention
Early diagnosis

Treatment
Follow-up care



Towards a European Health Union roadmap
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Nov 2020

- Data Governance Act 
Proposal

- Final document 
Pharmaceutical Strategy 

- Regulation on Serious 
Cross-Border Health 

Threats Proposal 

23 Dec 2020

Combined Inception 
impact assessment 

EHDS (European 
Health Data Space)

3 Feb 2021

Adoption of 
the EU 
Beating 

Cancer Plan

Apr 2021

Inception Impact 
Assessment for the 
Revision of the EU 

general 
pharmaceuticals 

legislation

May 2021

- Inception Impact 
Assessment Data Act

- Open consultation EHDS

- Opening of the public 
consultation on the 
Revision of the EU's 

legislation on orphan and 
paediatric medicines

Sep 2021

- Establishment of HERA

- Launch of the public 
consultation for the 

Revision of the general 
Pharma Legislation

Q4 2021

Expected 
Commission 

adoption of the 
Data Act

Q1 2022

Adoption of the 
Revision on Orphan 

and Paediatric 
Medicines 

Q4 2022

Reform of the 
Pharmaceutical 

Legislation 



THE EU HEALTH DATA SPACE AND ITS CRUCIAL
ROLE FOR A STRONGER EU HEALTH UNION



EHDS 
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Source: European Commission

26%

22%

14%

11%

9%

5%

2%

1%
1%

10% EU citizen

NGO

Research institute

Company

Category association

Public body

Extra-EU citizen

Trade union

Consumers association

Other

Respondents to the open consultation on EHDS by category
(ending on 26 July 2021)

THE MISSION
Vision, process and means to accelerate this 

transition towards the healthcare digital 
transformation

The EHDS aims to provide a common framework 
across EU Member States for the sharing and 

exchange of quality health data such as electronic 
health records, patient registries and genomic data

POLICY OPTIONS



Conclusions
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• Further collaboration is required in Europe to face

health challenges; as we observed, the management of

pandemics does not respect borders and requires

forms of collective action to face the challenges;

• The pandemic led the Commission to focus on

reconsidering the European Health ecosystem in the

long run;

• The key initiatives to build a European Health Union

include a Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe, crisis

preparedness and response measures and the

European Plan to Beat Cancer;

• The creation of a European Health Data Space remains

one of the main priorities for the Commission;

• A better access to health data would improve both

research and development, and health systems and

policies. But the peculiarity of the secondary use of

health data requires a specific mechanism and cannot

be governed by horizontal legislation alone;

• The collection and the storage of data, as well as their

interchange between hospitals and among countries,

will become increasingly critical for delivering

effective healthcare.


